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Teaching the Curriculum at Shalford

Context and approach:

Shalford Primary School is a half-form entry school; as such, children are taught in mixed-year classes across Key Stage One and Two.  This context requires a specific approach to curriculum design to ensure that all pupils make accelerated progress whilst attending the school.

Our curriculum framework is designed to ensure that all pupils are well-prepared for their next stage of education.  Teachers use a process of direct instruction designed to ensure that knowledge is built and developed both within and across subjects, and as such, can teach mixed-age classes the same lesson whilst carefully adapting the accompanying dialogue and resources for different groups of children.  

Teachers will ensure that children in the younger year group receive precise scaffolding designed to embed knowledge whilst providing challenge and support designed to create an ambitious and aspirational learning environment.  Children in the older year group in a class are supported in revising and embedding knowledge before securing a deeper mastery of the application of this knowledge.  This approach is consistent across the whole curriculum.

Children benefit from the stability and psychological safety that follows from spending two years in a class and teachers develop a deep understanding of the next steps of their children after teaching them over a two-year period.


English:

We follow the National Curriculum in our English teaching ensuring that the relevant programme of study is taught by the end of each key stage.  Children receive dedicated phonics teaching in Year 1 designed to reflect the rapid pace of development in word reading at this age.  Teachers will expose children to aspirational texts within their classrooms and design challenging outcomes to ensure all children develop the ability to write for a range of contexts and audiences.  Our assessment framework has identified key content coverage for each year group, allowing teachers to tailor their approach to each child ensuring they master the English language within their writing.


Mathematics:

In maths, teachers use the White Rose mixed-age framework to support their maths planning.  This resource ensures that mastery of the curriculum is embedded in all children within their phase.  Our assessment framework ensures that teachers are aware of the knowledge that children need to acquire within their year group and allows for precise planning to ensure this knowledge is built incrementally within each teaching sequence.


The wider curriculum:

Shalford uses the Compass Curriculum, a bespoke curriculum that has been designed by experts to build and develop the knowledge, skills and understanding that is covered within the National Curriculum.  It aims to support children to be confident, independent and inquisitive learners, who develop an understanding of the world – past, present and future.​  
​
It is purposefully sequenced and interconnected to allow concepts to be revisited and developed overtime, so that new information will form rich schemata through which children are able to make better sense of new material and build a deeper understanding. ​It is designed to narrow the gap for disadvantaged children. 

At Shalford, we use a bespoke two-year cycle of this curriculum designed to ensure that all children are exposed to new knowledge within their curriculum.  Teachers use skilled explanation and modelling (direct instruction) to build opportunities for children to deepen their understanding and the ability to recall what they have learnt in a sophisticated and meaningful way.  Teachers will guide children to make links both within and across their subjects as they progress through the school.
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